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PREFACE 


2 FX mons the beſt _—_— that oc» 
g ts, for determin- 


an and their own everlaſting hap- 
pineſs, bs a ſerious, deliberate, and intire De- 
dication of themſelves to God, I would by ui 
of Preface add ſome Conſiderations which ſhould 
peculiarly determine thoſe who are in the prime 
of life, and as yet uncorrupted, or not greatly 
corrupted by the ſervice of Sin and Satan, to 
preſent themſelves unto God. And let me 
earneſtly deſire the Chriſtian Youth qttentively 
to read over the following Encouragements, and 

may the divine bleſſing render them effettual, 
The devoting your youthful days to God will 
be a ſacrifice Geculiarh pleaſing to him It has 
been the general opinion of mankind that crea- 
tures when in the height of beauty and vigour were 
the moſt acceptable offerings to the Deity. *1 
love them, ſays the wiſdom of God, that love me, 
'E and 


Prov. viii. 17. 


iv PREFACE. 
and thoſe who ſeek me early ſhall find me. 
And it is remarked of the noble Youth who had 
Spent his earlieſt life religiouſly, and came to 
Chrift for further inflruftion in the way to life 
eternal, that » when Jeſus ſaw him he loved 
him. True goodneſs alone is the objecb of the 
complacential love of God, and in the greateſt 
degrees of this he delights the moſt. | 

To ſeek unto God and chearfully endeaucur to 
Pleaſe him at that time of life when the meſi de- 
part from God—when ſenſual pleaſure is moſt 
ingaging, and the temptation to yield to it moſt 


pewwerful z to be dutiful to our Creater, and pre- 


Fer the pleaſures of gratitude and love to him, and 

of practiſing what is excellent and amiabl.— 19 
male religion our free choice, when we have in 
appearance many years. before us, in which we 
might indulge our paſſtons—and to yeild ourſelves 
| To God unconſtrained but by love and gratitude, 
when others are driven by ſevere affiiftions, or 
Frigbted from ſin by near views of death—to 
think the whole of life too little for the ſervice 
of God, and therefore reſolve to give bim the 
whole, beginning with the beſt ; when the generali- 
zy think it a great deal too much, and would put f 
God with the leavings of their luſis, and the 


dregs of life—to be proof againſt the force of per- 


ſuaſion and example when thro the natural mo- 


deſty and * of Youth they are ſtrongeſt; 
and with 


Religion, and advance in it as that improves — 
this ſhows ſuch an ingenuous diſpoſition, ſuch pure 
love to God and goodneſs, and generous abhor- 
rence of what is ungrateful and wicked, as 
prove 

„ Mark x. 21. 


the life of Reaſon to begin the life of 


a 
— 
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prove us poſſeft of true worth in a great degree» 
and render us 2 objetts of the divine 


complacency, And what a mighty incentive is 
this ® Who that bath any generoſity of temper 


would not aſpire 2 this honour and nefs, 


to be amiable in the eyes of our Maker, to be the 
objecis of his peculiar complacency, and to be able 
to look up unto him with the humble confidence of 
impleying our reaſon and active powers in a man- 
ner he approves, and of ſucceſsfully purſuing 
what he meſt of all delights in, our greateſt per- 
feftion and everlaſtiny felicity ® How many 
ruin themſelves to make a figure in the eye of the 
world, and will not you impley the vigour of 
Youth in flriving for the honour of the divine 
epprobation, when the happineſs eanſequent on is 
will be great as the honour ®%2o< © 

To determine you thus to aft conſider further, 
that you may now with the moſt eaſe acquire this 
Honour and happineſs. The real or apprehended 
difficulties of becoming truly religious diſcourage 
the ws and occaſion their bf of everlaſting bleſ= 
fedneſs ; if you are wiſe then, you will begin to 
work out your everlaſting falvation at that time 
when the difficulty of the work is leaſt, and the 


certginty of ſucceeding greateſt, If gratitude and 
love to God prevail in your breaſts, this intire 4 | 
fering of your ſelves to God will coft you little. We 


are naturally diſpoſed to be moſt grateful for bene- 


fits when we have the higheſt reliſb of them Life 


and its-injoyments, to which has juſt intra- 


duced you, have the higheſt reliſh in Youth, 


Every thing around is nei to you, and conſe- 
quently gives double pleaſure's and your bodies 
and minds are in ther vigour, and beſt diſpoſed 

7 ©: | 1. 
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to injoy the good which God has provided. Think 
then at this time how much you owe your boun- 
= Creator for all the good you injoy, eſpecially 
ince he has deſigned it only as an introduction to. 
your compleat and everlaſting happineſs, and 
you cannot but feel warm ſentiments of gratitude. 
and love to him, and excited by theſe chearfully 
preſent yourſelves to God. If you loſe this beſt 
time, and give into guilty indulgences, conſcious 
guilt and a dread of God will extinguiſh theſe 
pleaſing aſfections towards him, and render the 
thoughts of him uneaſy to you ; and a courſe of 
diſobedience will make the moſt reaſonable and 
pleaſing commands of God, not only to appear to 
you a heavy yoke, but to be found ſuch, when 
you attempt to practiſe them, after having long, 
ſerved your ſenſual inclinations, 

Fhereas while your minds are yet untainted 
with any gueſs vices, you can think of your hea» 
venly Father with pleaſure ; the hope of being pe- 
culiarly acceptable to him will animate you with 
chearful v uren to flrive for his favour, as. 
your ſecurity and happineſs thro life and to eter- 
nity. Your natural modeſty, benevolence, com- 
paſſion, deſire of efleem, and the like generous 
affettions, being yet in their vigour, and the 
felfiſh ſenſual paſſions not grown a great over- 
ballance thro a faulty indulgence, you will bave 


. fewer objections againſt the commands of God, 


and find more pleaſure in obeying them. Beſides, 
that a long diſuſe of ſerious thoughts. of God, and 
things ſpiritual and. eternal, will make you in: 
a manner incapable of applying your minds ta 
then, and fix a worldly temper. Since you can= 
t therefore be happy in time er in eternity with- 
o 
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out religion, and the waſting Youth will 
make your becoming truly religious extremely dif- 
ficult, it 1s a v4 obvious diftate of human 
prudence not to hoſe the beſt time for doing what 
muſi be done, and what if diſcouraged by after 
difficulties you leave unfiniſhed, you loſe eternal 
bleſſedneſs. . | 
Again, I would defire the Young to conſider 
the great advantage of putting themſelves under 
the Divine Guidance in the beginning of life— 
Their inexperience of the world, and the warmth 
of their paſſions, expoſe them to fatal miflakes at 
their ſetting out, againſt which they wilt be only 
ſecure by devoting themſelves to God, whoſe Word 
and Providence will then be their guide. In- 
temperance and lewdneſs are rocks upon which 
Youth in great numbers are ſhipwrecked, with 
the utter leſs 4 their health, reputation, fortune, 
peace of mind, and all their happineſs here as 
well as N e But if you devote yourſelves 
to God, his Providence twill turn off dangerous 
temptationt, or his Fear reflrain thoſe paſſions 
which would lead you to comply with them; and 
the rules of temperance and chaſlity preſcribed 
in his Word, will direct you. to ſecure health, 


wiſdom, fortune, friends, and the irueſt ſelf- 


injoyment. | 
Add to this, that by converſing with God 
you will acquire a quick taſte for nobler pleaſures 


than thoſe of ſenſe; and the ſatisfattions you 


will find in contemplating the — and 
works of God, celebrating his benefits, aimi 


at his approbation, and depending on his Pore os. 
for time and eternity, will make it eaſy = you 


to deny yourſelves all the hurtful pleaſures of 


ſenſe. 
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viii PREFACE. 
ſenſe. Mhile the unexperienced and irreligious 
are led by the * of preſent gain to vio- 


late the rules of Truth and Righteouſneſs, 4 
conduct which is really fooliſh in regard to pre- 
ent intereſi, ſince in the loſs of friends, of 
efteem, and credit, they loſe more than their 
unrighteous gains can countervatl, the laws of God 
whom you have choſen will teach you that fleddy 
adherence to Truth and Integrity which will 
eftabliſh your characters; while a chearſul depen- 
dence on his Providence for the ſupply of every 
proper good, in a way of honefl induſtry, will place 
you above ſlooping to the wages of unrighteouſ- 
neſs, Not to add that religion, by accuſtoming 
you to command your e, will give you an ha- 
bitual Prudence, which will be 7. excellent uſe 
in every occurrence of life. And not to multiply 
arguments, 

Finally, Be pleaſed to confider that by an 
early Dedication of yourſe.ves to God, and con- 
tinuing faithful to his ſervice thro! life, you will 
make the whole of life ſubſervient to the increaſ- 
ing your glory and happineſs thro” eternity It 
is an unalterable law of God's government, 
© whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo 
reap ; and of the laſt judgment, that * we 
muſt receive the things done in the body, ac- 
cording to that we have done. Should you 
ſpend a great part of life in the ſervice of your 
lufts, beſides the very great probability that you 
will grow hardened. in vice to eternal deſtruc- 
tion, yet ſuppoſing you to repent and return to God, 
all that = of life which precedes your repent- 
ance will be at beſt loft from the acquifition of 

immor- 


2 Gal. vi. 7 < A Car. v. 50. 
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immortal bleſſedneſs ; whereas by beginning early, 
and making an anſwerable 1 in religion 
throughout life, your minds will be qualified to 


Jeſus, and in the 2 of goodneſs ; and 
imploying the whole of life in the ſervice of 
God, you will have the more works to be re- 
wwarded.—The lowe/? degree of the heavenly 
glory and bleſſedneſs is far more valuable than the 
whole world, and ſhall ſome trifling pleaſures or 
intereſis then detain you from that ſervice, 
which will be rewarded with the higheſt degrees 
of theſe to eternity? They who have done me/t 
in life for God and for the Redeemer, ſhall be 
diſtinguiſhed from others by the greater glory 
and perfettion of their bodies and minds, by 
flations of more extenſiv _ and happi- 
neſs in the heavenly world, by being ſeated 
nearer the Thrane of God, and bleft, with langer 
diſcoveries of his perfettions and works, and 
more tranſporting aſſurances of his favour ; and 
this advantageous diſtinction ſball ſubſift for ever. 
Can you be eaſy for the momentary pleaſures or 
profits of vice, to loſe this honour and happineſs, 
which your early entering and chearfully perſe- 
vering in the ſervice of God would aſſure to you ? 
ould the world make you offers a thouſandth 
part ſo advantageous, you would have ſome ex- 
cuſe for cloſing with them ; ſince it cannot, comply 
with the preſent invitation to enter the ſervice 
of God, and abound in it throughout life ; then 
throughout the whole of your life you ſhall be ſup- 
plied with every real good, and ſecured from 
every real evil by the divine Providence, and be 
cheared with the divine approbation, and the 
| 5 nobleſt 


tt a higher happineſs in the love of God and 


" Stn 47, , 
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nobleft joys of an approving conſeience, ang 
2 death find your eternity moſt glorious and 


appy. Ged grant that every one wha has it in 
his power to make this happineſs his wn, may 
br thus wiſe to ſalvation, 


Taunton, 


Dec, 15, 1742. 


4 P a. « 
ar” | n - 


I N 3 N 0 
ny | 
Tx” 


SERMON I. 


Self-Dedication to GOD ex- 
plained. 
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Rom. xii. 1. 


T beſeech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye preſent your 
bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, accepi- 
able unto God, which 1s your reaſon- 
able ſervice. 


O live always apprehenſive 
hof dur dependence upon 
Hod, and devoted to his 

Bl ſervice, becomes creatures 
who are ever dependent 


upon im, owe every thing to his bounty, 
and are capable of apprehending their 
obli- 


+". 


* Gag 
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obligations. Frequently and ſeriouſly to 
think over the divine favours and the re- 


turns which our great Benefactor de- 


mands, and from a full and warm con- 
viction of his right in us, and of what 
we owe to his goodneſs, to devote our- 
ſclves to him, is abſolutely neceſſary for 
creatures ſituated as we are in fleſhly 
bodies, and in a world of - ſenſible - a- 


muſements and diſtractions, if we would 


preferve ſtrong upon our minds a con- 
viction of this right, and 2 ſuitable con- 
cern to pleaſe God, and if we would 
live ſo as to ſecure for ourſelves his con- 
tinued favour throughout this ſtate, and 
his infinite- rewards in the life to come. 
Of the various ſeaſons proper for this 
imployment the preſent ſeems one of the 
moſt proper, when we have juſt cloſed 
another year, throughout which we have 
been upheld: by the hand of God, ſup- 
plied by his bounty, and have been allo 
the charge of his grace, in order to our 
attaining, true happineſs here, and the per- 


fection of our nature with immortal fe- 


licity in the next approaching ſtate. 
This therefore is the imploy ment with 


which I would fain ingage you to begin 


another year A ſerious conſideration of 


the divine goodneſs, and of what you 
owe 


1 
* 
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owe the beſt of Beings and the beſt of Pa- 
rents, and in conſequence of this, a chearful, 
deliberate, and intire dedication of your- 
ſelves to God, with a fixed reſolution of 
living henceforward obedient to his goſ- 
pel, *.74 hope of his favour, and of eter- 
nal life, which God who cannot lie hath pro- 
miſed to all his faithful and devoted ſer- 
vants.— 

The Text is a proper foundation for 
a Diſcourſe of this kind, The Apoſtle, 
having mentioned the great mercy of 
God manifeſted in the method he had 
taken for the ſalvation of all men by his 
Son, (chap. xi. 31, 32.) and declared, 
that not only this inſtance of mercy, but 
every good thing, proceeded from his 
goodneſs, ſince of bim, and to him, and 
through him are all things, to whom therefore 
be glory for ever, adds, 1 beſeech you there- 


fore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 


ye preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God which is your reaſonable 
ſervice. The Jews, as thank offerings for 
mercies received, preſented the bodies of 
ſlain beaſts in ſacrifice, Chriſtianity de- 
mands a more reaſonable ſervice, that 
warmed with gratitude for the divine 
mercies to us, we devote ourſelves to 
| ETD God, 


© Tit. i. 2. 


4 Self- Dedication to Gop explained. 

God. The Text mentions only our So- 
dies to preſerve the alluſion to ſacrifices, 
„ but intends alſo our ſouls, ſince it muſt 
* be a living ſacrifice. The body muſt be 
animated and preſerved holy by the 
ſoul, and the whole devoted to God; 
and then it will be as acceptable a ſacri- 
fice to him, as it is reaſonable in itſelf. 


That I may perſuade and aſſiſt you thus 
to act, I ſhall, | 


— 
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I, Diſtinctly ſhow you the nature of 
this Self-Dedication to God, and what 
is neceſſary to render it an accept- 
able ſervice, And, 
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IT, Offer to your thoughts ſeveral f 
conſiderations to determine you þ 
thus to dedicate yourſelves to God, 
and particularly thoſe mentioned in 
the Text—the mercies of God—the 
reaſonableneſs of the ſervice—and 
the acceptableneſs of the ſacrifice 
to him—and conclude with an Ad- 
dreſs to you as entering on a New 
Tear. | 
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\ I. I am diſtinctly to ſhow you the na- 
0 ture of this Self-Detication to God, and 
E | what muſt be found in it to render it 
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an acceptable ſervice. The Duty in- 
cludes in it the following particulars. 

1. A ſerious conſideration of the right 
God has in us, and of the mercies for 
which we are obliged to him, The Apo- 
file beſeeches the Romans by the mercies of 
God thus to preſent themſelves unto him 3 
they muſt therefore conſider his mercies 
in order thus to reſolve. Without ſeri- 
ous conſideration we cannot ſuitably ap- 
prehend the greatneſs and number of the 
divine benefits, and gratitude to God is the 
moſt ingenuous and noble principle bys 
which wecan bedetermined,and will make 
the offering more peculiarly acceptable 
to God; much more acceptable than 
when we preſent ourſelves conſtrained by 
fear, and uninfluenced by a. ſtrong ſenſe 
of the right God has in us, and of the 
great obligations we have to his good- 
neſs; the one is the ſervice of a ſlave, 
the other of a grateful child to the beſt 
of fathers. While too many therefore 
go on in life without ever ſeriouſly think 
ing who made them, and to whom they 
are indebted for all they injoy or hope 
for, we muſt retire and purſue ſuch re- 
flections as theſe—** I find my ſelf a 
„ hving, active, reaſonable Being, poſ- 
& ſeſt of excellent powers, and capable 

B 2 | Sx 
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« of a great variety of injoyments. A 1 
« few years only have paſt ſince Þ} 
« J was thus; an age ago I had no 'F 
c being, How adorable the power | 
c which cauſed me to be, how great 4 
«© the wiſdom and goodneſs which formed 
me with fuch noble powers and vari- „ 
«© ous capacities for good and happineſs; 
and how abſolute his right in me to 
« whom I owe my very being! My 
«« earthly parents have no claim to be 
« conſidered as my creators, they do 
« not ſo much as know how my body 
and ſou] were produced, and are mere- 
* ly the inſtruments of God my heavenly 
% Father in the moſt inconſiderable part g 
« of the Work. d His hands made and * 
„ faſinoned my body, and he is the a- 
« ther of my ſpirit, It is he who hath 
« © laught me more than the beaſts of the 
feld, and given me the underſtanding 
„% of a man; and has he not a right to 
« demand that this underſtanding ſhould 
be imployed in the contemplation of 
t his perfections and works, and in the 
« ſtudy of his will? Should I not raiſe 
& my eyes to him to whom I owe it that 
« I can ſee at all? Should I not preſent 
* my body in his temple, who has fo 
| | „ curi- 
D Pſal. cxix. 73. Heb. xii. 9. Job xxxv. 11+ | 
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curiouſly formed it? Should not theſe 
hands be imployed in doing his plea- 


ſure, and theſe feet run in his ways, 


d who fenced me with bones and finews, 
and in whom 1 live, and move, and have 
my being? And ſhould not my will 
chuſe to pleaſe him, and imitate his 
perfect goodneſs, Who hath made it 
capable of chuſing what is good and 
excellent, and commanded it thus to 
exert its freedom of choice? With- 
out God I was nothing; I have no 
power, faculty, or member, but what 
he formed; I am therefore his not my 
own, and he is juſtly Lord. over me. 
The claim of parents to the love and 
obedience of their children is thought 
indiſputable, - but what is the inte- 
reſt my earthly parents have in me 
compared with the right of my hea- 
venly Father? _ 
% He made me that he might make | 
me happy. He formed my ſenſes ca- 
pable of conveying a great variety of 
pleaſures, and he hath framed. the 
world about me to ſupply theſe ſen ſes 
with their proper pleaſures. This 
grand, this beauteous, this fruitful 
and healthful world, is his work; all 
B 3 . 6" the 
© Job x. 11. Ad xvii, 28. | | 


— — 
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<< the pleaſures I receive from it are of 
* conſequence his gift; juſt is it there- 
& fore that I injoy theſe pleaſures agree- 
« ably to his laws, and that I chear- 
« fully practiſe what is pleaſing to him, 
* who hath thus provided for my plea- 
« ſure, He hath made me capable of 
e nobler joys than thoſe of ſenſe, of the 
« fatisfaftions which ariſe from contem- 
* plating and admiring his works, de- 
« lighting in the welfare of my fellow- 
<< creatures and promoting it, deſerving 
* their eſteem and being approved of 
« himſelf; ſatisfactions theſe for number 
 <© unbounded, which the more they are 
e injoyed the more they improve the fa- 
*« culty of injoyment; ſatisfactions which 
«© may be poſſeſt to far higher perfec- 
< tion in another ſtate z joys by which 1 
* may be made happy for ever, and by 
* which he hath deſigned to make me 
% for ever happy. What gratitude do [ 
« owe for this infinite goodneſs which 
«© hath given capacities for compleat and 
_ « everlaſting happineſs, and deſigns to 
* make me forever happy! How reaſon- 
< able is it that according to his com- 
* mands I ſhould imploy theſe noble 
powers in praiſing and loving him, 
« and doing good to mankind, and per- 
| 1 « feting 
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fecting my preparation for the infinite 
bleſſedneſs to which he intends to raiſe 
me! His giving me all I injoy here, 
gives him a right to all the ſervice of 
this life; what then does his deſign- 
ing me for eternal happineſs, and 
making ſuitable proviſion for my hap- 
pineſs to eternity 
« It is further not only true that he 
made me, but that he maintains me 
in life. My blood could not flow at 
all, much leſs continue in a regular 
circulation for ſo many years without 
his direction; nor could I think to 
any purpoſe, did not his wiſdom ſup- 
ply my ideas, and regulate the riſe 
and return of them, My health there- 
fore, and reaſon, and active powers, 
and all the good theſe procure for me, 
or fit me to injoy, are his gift, How 
continued the attention of the Deity, 
which is neceſſary thus to preſerve me; 
how great his goodneſs who is thus 
attentive to my preſervation, who 
am at beſt ſo forgetful of him, and 
who have done ſo much to provoke 
him to forſake me! . 
« The world of mankind, of which I 
am one, have often, very often, forfeited 
5 «© his 
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his kind regards; z their * corruption 


has been univerſal, and ſo has been his 
mercy, for * hz ſent his own Son from 
heaven to ſave a loſt world, to aſſure 
all the 5 penitent among them of for- 
giveneſs, notwithſtanding all their paſt 


trangreſſions; to aſſure all the * /incere 
of his aids in preparing themſelves for 


a divine happineſs, after ſo much done 
to unfit themſelves for it; and not- 
withſtanding all they had done to con- 


firm the dominion of death, to procure 


for them a * reſurrection to eternal life 
and happineſs, and beget them again to 
the lively hope of it. This mercy has 


extended to me, it fti]{ waits on me, 


tho? I have been ſo inſenſible to it 


and through it I may ſtill obtain par- 


don, aſſiſtance, and eternal life. Moſt 


reaſonable is it then that this ſhort life 


ſhould be devoted to God; ſhort at 
longeſt, and how exceeding ſhort, 
when all I have waſted is taken from 
it. O Lord, truly I am thy ſervant 


| ſhow me what thou wouldeſt have me 


to do, and I will do it! I would never 


willingly do any _ more to offend 


40 thee. 


e Rom. iii. 23. John i inn. 13. t Matt, ix. 13. 
xii. 31. » Luke xi. 13. Phil. ii. 12, 13. 


i John x, 10. 1 Pet. i. 3. 
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Self- Dedication to Go explained. 11 
ce thee, Were thy commands the moſt 
« ſevere, yet gratitude for ſuch benefits 
c would make obedience eaſy ; how de- 
« lightful then, ſince thy commands are 
« as much inſtances of thy goodneſs, as 
„e the daily ſupplies of thy bounty!“ 

2. It is therefore neceſſary to an ac- 
ceptable Self-Dedication to God, that we 
conſider alſo what he requires of us. It is 
our Saviour's advice, that k we ii down and 
count the coſt ; we ſhall otherwiſe reſolve 
warmly for we know not what, and de- 
dicate ourſelves to a ſervice we do not 
underſtand, and cannot therefore per- 
form, and our warm but confuſed reſo- 
lutions will ſoon cool and prove ineffec- 
tive. —+* It muſt be my own fault if it 

© proves thus with me, for ! God has 
1 ſhewn me what is good, and what he 
& requires, io do juſtice, and io love mercy, 
& and walk humby with God; mn looking for 
& the mercy of our Lord Feſus to eternal life. 
“ Reverence, love, gratitude, reſignation, 
% and devotedneſs, are due from me to 
this God, they are the proper tem- 
per of a creature infinitely obliged to- 
wards an infinitely wiſe, powerful, 
* and good God, ever preſent. To 
make this my temper in ſuch a world 


E Luke xiv, 28. 1 Mic. vi, 8. u Jude 21. 
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12 Self- Dedication to Gop explained. 

« as J live in it is neceſſary that I daily 
de retire, meditate on the perfections, 
and favours of God, devoutly pray 

„ to him and praiſe him; I will 
«© therefore thus * begin and choſe every 
« day, I will be in bis fear all the day 
« Jong, and never think, or ſpeak, 
„ or do any thing which would ma- 
„ nifeſt an irreverence towards him, I 
will practice whatever is good chear- 
5 fully in hope of his approbation, and 
« reſign myſelf moſt willingly to his 
&* moſt wiſe, righteous, and good Provi- ; 
& dence. Has God ſet apart ® a Seventh 7 
% Day to be more entirely imployed in 
* theſe exerciſes, I will ſan&iify bis Day, 
* and frequent his houſe 3 and as it re- 
„ quires continued meditation, atten- 
tion, fervent prayer, and the like, to 
make this temper prevailing, and to 
% raiſe me to an habitua] piety, I will 

© make this my continued great concern 

* throughout life. 

As God is infinitely good, he de- 
lights in the happineſs of his creatures, 
„ and he would have me delight in and 
e promote it. I will therefore abſtain 
« ſteddily from all injuſtice, which is 
« the great ſource of unhappineſs, and 

„ 


a Pſal xcii. 2. Prov. xxiii. 17. © Gen. ii. 3. 
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never ſay or do to others what I would 
not have them ſay or do to me. I 
will cheriſh the generous affections of 
benevolence, friendſhip, compaſſion, 
and a joy in the proſperity of others; 
I will ſtrengthen theſe by repeated 
gratifications, and by wearing out all 
malice, anger, mean ſelfiſhneſs, pride, 
envy, and every diſpoſition which 
would render me unlike and unac- 
ceptable to the ſupreme goodnels, and 
unfit me for ſerving, that in which 
he moſt delights, the happineſs of all 
his creatures, 
« God has made me capable, not 
only of the pleaſures flowing from in- 
dulged ſenſe and appetite and inclina- 
tion, but of the pleaſures of truth, 
goodneſs and devotion; and he hath 
deſigned me, not to live for ever in 
this animal body, but ſoon to drop it 
and enter on a higher kind of life, 
He requires therefore that I be ? tem- 
perate in all things, never abuſing his 
bounties ſo as by them to overload 
and impair my body, ſenſualiſe my 
ſou], or cloud my reaſon ; that I live 
as a 1ſtranger upon earth, and an expec- 
„ tant 


P 1 Cor, ix. 25. 41 Pet. ii. 11. Heb, xi, 
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14 Self- Dedication to Gop explarned. 
ce fant of heaven. How righteouſly does 
« he require this from a reaſonable Being 
« made for immortality ! How neceſſary 
ce is ſuch a conduct for my own hap- 
ce pincſs! How much have I ſuffered 
« in my health, reaſon, reputation, and 
« ſelf-injoyment by a contrary practice! 
« And ſhall God in return for his fa- 
« yours only demand that I perfect the 
% nature he hath given me, and pre- 
& pare myſelf for the happineſs he hath 
« provided for me, and ſhall I refuſe 
„ this to his goodneſs? I ſhould then 
& prove myſelf utterly unworthy of it, 
“ and become deſervedly miſerable. I 
« will therefore ſtudy the rules of ſelf- 
& government which his goſpel and my 
„ own reaſon preſcribe, and obſerve 
& them, regulating my paſſions by rea- 
& ſon, and the indulgence of my ap- 
« petites by the health and vigour of my 
te body, the ſtrength, purity, and liberty 
« of my mind. I will carefully do it 
« for the future, and may God forgive 
ce me that I have no better done it for 
<« the paſt,” | 
3. In order to an acceptable Self-Dedt- 
cation to God, there muſt be a deep ſelf- 
humiliation, and an hearty ſorrow for hav- 
ing lived no more to him already. T 5 
Wl 
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will naturally ariſe out of the preceding 
conſideration of the goodneſs of God to 
us, and what he hath required 1n return, 
and is abſolutely neceſſary to the well 
executing our good purpoſes, We can- 
not reform what has been amiſs unleſs 
we are ſenſible of it; and unleſs our ſor- 
row be proportioned to the greatneſs of 
our ill deſert, it will not be of force 
enough to overcome the tendency to act 
ill, which a courſe of evil actions has pro- 
duced. Nor can God honourably. ac- 
cept us to his ſervice, unleſs we are filled 
with a juſt ſorrow and ſelf- abaſement for 
having revolted from him, and ungrate- 
fully oppoſed him. The return of the 
prodigal ſon to his father's favour is thus 
introduced. * Father, 1 bave ſinned againſt 
heaven, and before thee, and am no more wor- 
tby to be called thy ſon “ Lord, I am un- 
* worthy thine acceptance, but O do not 
% caſt me off! I have ſhamefully forgot- 
ten the God who has been continually 
% mindful of me for good. How ſel- 
% dom have I ſuitably apprehended and 
acknowledged my obligations to God 
«© for my health, reaſon, the various 
% accommodations of life, and for my. 
capacity and hope of eternal bleſſ:d. 

| C « nels! 
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neſs! Every day has been witneſs to 


freſh inſtances -of thy guardian care 
and unfailing bounty, but I have not 
made every day witneſs to grateful 
acknowledgments of thy benefits and 
a chearful concern to pleaſe thee, 
On the contrary, how often have 1 


inſolently and intemperately abufed 


thy bounties, how ſeldom if ever 
formed a fixed reſolution of pleaſing 


that God who continually maintains 


and ſupplies me! I have known that 
thy goodneſs deſigned me for eternal 
felicity, and that notwithſtanding my 
ingratitude and diſobedience, the ſuc- 


ceſs of this deſign was dearer to thee 


than the life of thy own Son, yet how 
_ has it been the deſign of my 
ife to prepare my ſoul by piety and 
virtue ky Wey this bleſſeaneſs! And 
how much have I done by viciouſly 
indulging my appetites and paſſions 
to unfit myſelf for it! I have known 
that thou delighteſt in the happineſs 


of thy creatures, but how little have 
I done to promote it! How little good 


have I done in life, but how much 


by yielding to angry, ſelfiſh, and en- 


vious paſſions, to render thoſe around 


me unhappy ! How often ſaid and 
| . 
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% done unto others, that which I would 


* not have had ſpoken or done unto. 
* myſelf!.I have known this life to be 


_* ſhort, momentary, uncertain, the next 


„ ſtate to be unchangeable and ever- 
« laſting, and that in * proportion to 


my preſent improvements in piety and 


„virtue, and my zeal and diligence in 
© doing good, would be my happineſs 
« to eternity; yet while I have been in- 
«© qduſtrious to ſecure the ſeparate inte- 
« reſts of this momentary life, how. 
« little has been done * to lay up treaſures 
in heaven! How great a part of life 
& has been loft, or worſe than loſt! 
%% What reaſon have I to fear the doom 
of the unrighteous unprofitable ſer- 
% vant! I am aſhamed of myſelf, that 
« when under ſo great obligations to 
thy goodneſs, directed by ſuch excel- 
« lent precepts, and encouraged by the 
% hope of an everlaſting reward, I 
«© could have been negligent and un- 
faithful. May a molt merciful God 
forgive me, for I can ſcarce forgive 
% myſelf, O may he fix his fear in 
my heart, that I may never more de- 
part from him]! I am moſt unwor- 

: C 2 « thy 


f Gal, vi. 7, 8. Luke xix, 12.— Luke 
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neſs! Every day has been witneſs to 
freſh inſtances of thy guardian care 
and unfailing bounty, but I have not 
made every day witneſs to grateful 
acknowledgments of thy benefits and 
a chearful concern to pleaſe thee, 
On the contrary, how often have 1 


inſolently and intemperately abufed 


thy bounties, how feldom if ever 
formed a fixed reſolution of pleaſing 
that God who continually maintains 
and ſupplies me! I have known that 
thy goodneſs deſigned me for eternal 
felicity, and that notwithſtanding my 
ingratitude and diſobedience, the ſuc- 
ceſs of this deſign was dearer to thee 
than the life of thy own Son, yet how 
_ has it been the deſign of my 
ife to prepare my foul by piety and 
virtue — 15 this bleſſedneſs! And 
how much have I done by viciouſly 
indulging my appetites and paſſions 
to unfit myſelf for it! I have known 
that thou delighteſt in the happineſs 
of thy creatures, but how little have 
I done to promote it! How little good 
have I done in life, but how much 
by yielding to angry, ſelfiſh, and en- 
vious paſſions, to render thoſe around 
me unhappy ! How often ſaid and 

| « done 
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done unto others, that which I would 


„ not have had ſpoken or done unto. 
* myſelf!.I have known this life to be 


fort, momentary, uncertain, the next 


« ſtate to be unchangeable and ever- 
« laſting, and that in * proportion to 
my preſent improvements in piety and 
„virtue, and my zeal and diligence in 
doing good, would be my happineſs 
sto eternity; yet while I have been in- 
«« qduſtrious to ſecure the ſeparate inte- 
« reſts of this momentary life, how. 
e little has been done * to lay up treaſures 
in heaven! How great a part of life 
„ has been loſt, or worſe than loſt! 
* What reaſon have I to fear the doom 
« of the unrighteous unprofitable ſer- 
« vant! I am aſhamed of myſelf, that 
«* when under ſo great obligations. to 
thy goodneſs, directed by ſuch excel- 
« lent precepts, and encouraged by the 
hope of an everlaiting reward, I 
«© could have been negligent and un- 
faithful. May a molt merciful God 
„ forgive me, for I can ſcarce forgive 
„ myſelf. O may he fix his fear in 
my heart, that I may never more de- 
part from him! I am moſt unwor- 

C 2 « thy 
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« thy thine acceptance, but thine inft- 
« nite goodneſs has invited my return 
* to thee by the promiſe that thou wilt 
* abundantly pardon, and provided thro 
« thy Sen for the full forgiveneſs of my 
C fins and my eternal ſalvation, Wherein 
4 J have done evil, I would do it no 
©« more, and what I know not that teach 
* thou me, for I am determined hence- 
forward to be grateful and obedient, 
<« to live to the Lord, and to live for im- 
= mortality.” y 
This reſolution is the | 
4 Act of the mind included in Self-De- 
dication, a full and fixed purpoſe of being 
the Lord's, and ſpending the remainder of 
life in his ſervice. The purpoſe muſt be full, 
and the heart undivided, for * the double 
minded man is unſtable in all his ways, and 
our Saviour has decided it, that we can- 
not ſerve two maſters, nor will God accept 
leſs than our whole heart, We muſt 
* love him with all our ſoul, It muſt be 
the language of our hearts I owe 
& my God for every thing, and I will 
« be entirely his. I efteem bis commands 
* concerning all things to be right, and I 
« will obey them all. His mercy in 
| „ 
« Iſai. lv. 7. Eph. i. 7. » james i. 8. Mat. 
vi. 24. * Mat. xxii. 37. J Pſal. cxix. 128. 
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* promiſing to forgive all my paſt ſins 
„ is unſpeakably great, and the reward 
4e he propoſes to future obedience is of 
cc infinite value; I will therefore in no 
« more inſtances diſpleaſe him, but en- 
& deavour to fill remaining life with in- 
& ſtances of gratitude and obedience. 
The whole world is a trifle in com- 
& pariſon of the favour of God and 
« everlaſting bleſſedneſs, I will there- - 


„ fore * ſeek principally the kingdom of God 


« and his righteouſneſs. My rank as to 
* happineſs and glory in the everlaſting 
ee ſtate will be determined by my pre- 
«© ſent improvements in religion and 
„ virtue, I will therefore loſe no more 
* of life from the purſuit: of infinite 
„ bleſſedneſs, but imploy all that re- 
„ mains in making myſelf better, or in 
doing good to mankind.” 

This reſolution muſt not only be 
full and entire but fixed, of proof a- 
gainſt the inconſtancy of our ewn minds 
and the temptations of the world. The 
good ſeed muſt take deep root, and it will 
do ſo, if by cloſe meditation we im- 
preſs our ſouls ſtrongly with the conſi- 
derations I have hinted. If we ſeriou ly 
lay to heart our obligations to the di- 

| C 3 vine 
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vine mercy, the unchangeable excel- 
lence of genuine piety and goodneſs, the 
ſhortneſs and uncertainty of life, the 
worthleſs nature of all its periſhing in- 
joyments, and the reality and amazing 
Importance of a future everlaſting ſtate, 
with the immenſe value of the felicity 
promiſed to fidelity and conſtancy ; 
and as ſoon as under the influence of 
theſe conſiderations we have reſolved, 
execute our good reſolutions, decline 
the temptations which have been too 
hard for us, and enter upon that uni- 
form piety and obedience we have neg- 
lected, earneſtly beging God to eſta- 
bliſh our reſolutions, this will give them 
the neceſſary firmneſs and conſtancy, 
A further means for this, and which pro- 
perly compleats this duty of Self-Dedt- 
calion is, | . 

5. A deliberate ſurrender of ourſelves 
to God through Chriſt in ſecret, and a 
publick ratification of it in the Lord's- 
Supper. The ſurrender muſt be ſerious 
and deliberate, or it will not correſpond 
to the importance of the tranſaction, 
nor prove of laſting efficacy. And it 
muſt be made to God -throueh Chriſt, 
ſince through him alone we * are — 
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of acceptance with God to life eternal; 
and the © new Covenant, which promiſes 
the bleſſings of pardon, acceptance, a- 
bundant aids in the performance of our 
duty, and everlaſting life, was the pur- 
chaſe of his blood, being the reward 
God conferred on his obedience unto 
death. He bath made us accepted in the 
beloved; our hope of acceptance therefore, 
by which we are ſtrongly determined to 
the dedication, ſhould be attended with 
a juſt and humble ſenſe of our great 
obligations, as to the goodneſs of God, fo 
to the love and merit of the Redeemer. 

The perſon who in devout retirement 


has ſeriouſly and attentively conſidered 


the juſt claim God has to him, the in- 
trinſic goodneſs of his commands, the 
number of his benefits, and the infinite 
value of his rewards ; who is full of an 
ingenuous ſhame for his paſt ingratitude 
and injuſtice to God, and reſolved on 
a better. courſe ; ſtrongly apprehenſive 
alſo of the preſence of his God and Fa- 
ther, who ſees his ſoul, and will aſſiſt 
and accept his good reſolutions, falling 
on his knees, thus pours out, his hearc 
before God— . Thy hands have made me, 

« n 


© Mat. xxvi. 28. Gal. iii. 13, 14. Rom. v. 18. 
4 Eph. i. 6. Pſal. cxix. 73. 
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and faſhioned me, give me underſtanding 
that I may learn thy commantiments ; I 
would obſerve them with my whole 
heart. Shew me thy paths for in them 
would I delight. Iam thine, O God, 
by every tie of juſtice, gratitude, and 
intereſt, and thine I will be! How 
great thy goodneſs in making me for 
happineſs, for immortal happineſs, and 
how deſerving of the gratitude and 
obedience of my whole life ! How 
equitable thy commands of living /. 
berly, righteoufly and godly ! How juſt is 
it, that the powers I received from 


'thee, which thou alſo continually pre- 


ſerveſt, and that the good things 
which thou conſtantly ſupplieſt, ſhould 
be uſed according to thy directions! 
How ineſtimably great my obligations 
to thy love in redeeming me from 
death and hell by the death of thine 
own Son, in ſtil] purſuing the deſign 
of my everlaſting happineſs amid ſo 
many provocations to forſake me, and 
in being ſtill ready to accept and in- 
finitely reward the imperfect obedience 
of remaining life! I will no longer 
alienate from thy ſervice what is ſo 
many ways thine. Behold, here O 


God I preſent my ſelf, my body and 
58 
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ſoul, all I am and all I have to 
thee, lamenting I am no more worthy 
thine acceptance, but earneſtly implor- 
ing it through thy Son! Of thine own 
I give thee, I cannot exert a power 
or injoy a good which is not thy gift, 
I would therefore henceforward exert 
every power and injoy every bleſſing 
agreeably to thy directions, I will 1 im- 
mediately break off every courſe of 
known diſobedience, with greater care 
and diligence ſtudy thy word as my rule 
of life, and immediately apply to the 
practice of every duty, Thou haſt 
been a witneſs to my paſt ingratitude 
and diſobedience, thou art now a 
witneſs to my ſincere reſolutions, my 
ſolemn vows, to be thine ; do thou ac- 
cept and confirm them, and may the 
thought that thou art witneſs to theſe 
ingagements make me ever faithful to 
them, I chuſe thee this day to be 
my God, may I never depart from 
this choice 3 and O be thou my God 
in covenant! Do with me whatever 
thou pleaſeſt, only inable me to act 
ſuitably to my unſpeakable obligations 
to thy goodneſs, and to purſue with — 
ſtancy and ſucceſs that everlaſting 


ſedneſs for which thou haſt deſig Fa 


5 
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* me. As I am now thine, not only by 
e right, but by choice, take care of me 
* as thine, * keep me from falling, and 
s preſent me at laſt faultleſs before the pre- 


« ſence of thy glory with exceeding joy. I 


greatly need thy watchful care and af- 
* ſiſting influences; turn aſide, I pray 
„ thee, dangerous temptations, or by pe- 
« culiar aids make me ſuperior to them; 
* and while I work out my own ſalva- 
* tion, do thou® work in me to will and to 
* do. Happy indeed ſhall I be if con- 
* ſtant to my ingagements, ſince God 


& is unchangeably good and faithful, 


© and will k give grace and glory, and with- 
* bold from me no good thing while 1 walk 
% upriphtly.” 
Thus in the integrity of his heart the in- 
genuous penitent devotes himſelf to God, 
nor does he content himſelf with this pri- 
vate ſurrender, but makes the world and 
the church witneſſes to his pious re ſolution; 
that this public ingagement may be a 
guard againſt temptation, and a means of 
inciting others alſo to a ſerious ſenſe of what 
they owe to their maker, and a reſolu- 
tion of diſcharging it. The publick rite 
in which the t converts to Chriſtianity 
preſented themſelves to God was * i 
1e 


Jude 24, © Phil. ii, 13. Þ Pſal lxxxiii. 11. 
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the rite in which we who have been bap- 


tiſed, and by our parents in our infancy 
dedicated to God, are pudlickly to give our- 
ſelves to him is the Sacrament of the Sup- 
per, which repreſents ' tbe new covenant in 
the blood of Chriſt. By participating of 
this Supper we publickly ratify this cove- 
nant with God, thus obliging ourſelves 
to live in obedience to the goſpel, and 

utting in our claim to the invaluable 
bleſſings it promiſes, ſuch as the full re- 
miſſion of ſins, divine aſſiſtances, a pe- 
culiar conduct and ſupply of the divine 
Providence, and eternal life and felici- 
ty 3 our poſſeſſion of which bleſſings, after 
this covenant tranſaction, is as ſure as our 
faithfulneſs and conſtancy to our ingage- 
ments, For it is not enough to reſolve 
and promiſe well, we muſt alſo perform; 
and- 

6. Immediately break off the ſins we 
renounce, and begin that courſe of ſin- 
cere uniform piety and virtue we pro- 
miſe and vow. Has intemperance been 
the fin by which we have moſt offended 
God, and been hurried to other fins ? 
We muſt from this time forbear all ex- 
ceſs in drinking, keeping at a diſtance 
from the company and temptations 

which 
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which have ſeduced us, and ſtrive for 
ſuch a reliſh of the pleaſures of reaſon, 
virtue and religion, as may raiſe us to a 
contempt of the noiſe and madneſs. of 
intemperance. Has ijuſtice been our 
fin? We muſt immediately deſiſt from 
every unrighteous action, and like * Zac- 
cheus, making full reſtitution to thoſe we 
have injured, by juſtice and charity lay up 
treaſures in heaven, Have we lived for- 
getful of God, and ! reſtrained prayer be- 
fore him? We muſt immediately enter 
on a courſe of fecret devotion, begin 
and cloſe every day with ſerious and 
warm acknowledgments of the divine 
Preſence, Providence and Benefits, with 
earneſt ſupplications of the divine favour, 
with fixed regards to an everlaſting world, 

and ſtrong deſires after the happineſs of 
the heavenly ſtate. Have we lived an idle 
aud uſeleſs life? We muſt immediately 
begin diligently to diſcharge the duties 
of our places, and do good according to 
our abilities, improve our minds in know- 
ledge and goodneſs, and ® be ftedfaſt, im- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that our labour in the Lord 
ll not be in vain, Unleſs we thus imme- 
diateh carry into execution our good re- 
ſolves, 


& Luke xix. 8. 1 Job xy. 4. * 1 Cor, xv. 58. 
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reward them, but treat us as unfaithful- 


not impoſe upon him by inſincere or in- 


Spirit reap life everlaſting. Having thus 
explained the duty of Self-Deaication, 
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| H. To attempt the more difficult part, 
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ſolves, they will cool and die away, and 
unleſs we thus make good our promiſes 
and reſolves, God will neither accept nor 


ſeryants, and caſt us into outer darkneſs, 
n Be not deceived, God is not mocked, we can- 


effective promiſes, whatfoever a man ſows 
eib thot ſhall he alſo reap z be that ſoweth to 


the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption, but 
be that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the 


I am 


the perſuading all thus to preſent 
themſelves to God, and this I Hall 
do in the next Diſcourſe. 


Gal. vi. 7, 8. 
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1 beſeech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye preſent your 
bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, accept- 
able unto God, which 1s your reaſon- 
able ſervice. 


N the preceeding Diſcourſe I 
E I. Diginctiy explained this 


IJ duty of Self- Dedication to 
God under the following 


particulars — It includes a ſerious con- 
ſideration of the right God has in 
us, and of the mercies for which we 
are obliged to him—it includes alſo a — 

conſi- 
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conſideration of what God requires of 
us in conſequence of this there will be a 
deep ſelf.humiliation, and an hearty ſor- 
ſow for having lived no more to God 
from hence we muſt proceed to a full 
and fixed purpoſe of being the Lord's, 
and of ſpending the remainder of life in 
his ſervice—to this we mult add a deli- 
berate ſurrender of ourſelves to God 
thro* Chriſt in ſecret, and a publick ra- 
tification of it in the Zord's-Supper—at- 
ter which we muſt immediately and intirely 
forſake the ſins we renounce, and proceed 
in that ſincere uniform courſe of piety and 
virtue we have promiſed, and vowed, 
and happily begun. Having thus di- 
ſtinctly explained this important duty of 
Self- Dedication to God, I am next 


IT. To attempt the more difficult part, 
to perſuade all thus 7o preſent them- 
ſelves to God a living ſacrifice, holy and 
acceptable, And yet the reaſons and 
incouragements are ſuch, that when 
one ſeriouſly conſiders theſe, the 
wonder then appears how any can 
reſiſt them. 

1. Preſent yourſelves to God we be. 
ſeech you for it is a reaſonable ſervice, 
and this ought to determine reaſonable 

| D 2 Beings, 
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Beings. There might be ſome room 
for queſtioning the reafonableneſs of 
preſenting to God the bodies of ſlain beg, 
but nothing can be offered by reaſon 
againſt preſenting ourſelves, It is but ac- 
knowledging things to be as they are, 
God to be the ſupreme Proprietor, the 
wiſeſt and beſt of ' Beings, moſt fit to 
dire&t us, and moſt able to make us 
happy; and ourſelves to be, what we 
in truth are, his work, his ſubjects, his 
beneficiaries, and intirely obliged to him 
for all we are and have. Not to de- 
vote ourſelves. to God: is in effect to ſay, 
either that we; are not capable of appre- 
hending and ſuitably acknowledging his 
right in us, or elſe that we are not his 
creatures, his ſubjeRs, his redeemed, and 
are not under every poſſible obligation 


to his goodneſs, than which what can 


be more falſe ? It is to live a lie. Never 
once ſeriouſly to think who made us, 
and who ſupports us, for what purpoſes 
we are endowed with ſuch noble powers, 
made capable of the knowledge and love 
of God, and of an imitation of him in 
true goodneſs, made apprehenſive of a 


future everlaſting ſtate, far happier than 


the preſent, and capable of ſo acting at 
preſent, as ſhall render this future _ 
| nal 
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nal ſtate of ours happy; never once ſe- 
riouſly to conſider thoſe noble purpoſes 
for which we were made, nor heartily 
reſolve to anſwer chem; never to imploy 
our underſtandings in tracing the bleſ- 
fings we injoy up to their great fountain, 
and impreſſing on gur hearts, a ſenſe of 
what we owe to our infinitely good Crea- 
tor, conſtant Preſerver, and the God 
who deſigns us for eternal bleſſedneſs; 
to live on, in the neglect of theſe moſt 
evident and important duties, is not to 
live like reaſonable creatures, but like 
the ox or the aſs, who graze the paſtures 
without any apprehenſion of the good- 
neſs which cauſes the graſs to grow for” 
them, who ſtupidly turn their eyes to- 
heaven without ever thinking who raiſed 
its mighty arch, and lighted up in it 
that immenſe fire the ſun;. and who die 
out of the world without at all appre- 
hending who ſent them into it, or what 
their next ſtate may be. . 

Oa the contrary, to make a ſolemn 
Pauſe in life, cloſely and ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider from whence we are, to- whom in- 
debted for our erect bodies and nobler 
minds, to whom obliged for the light 
and warmth of the ſun, the beauty and 
trubfulneſs of the earth; for what pur- 
| D 3 poſes 


* 
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poſes we were malle 3 of the 
Deity, of the obligatio 

Juſtice, benevolence, and truth; for what 
purpoſe made immortal, and inſtructed 
in our relation to eternity, redeemed 
from the bondage of death by the death 


of the Son of God, and aſſured of a re- 


furrection to eternal life and happineſs 
by his reſurrection; ſerivuſly to conſide? 
theſe things, and for what was our un- 
derſtanding given us if not for this? 
and animated by a warm gratitude for 
the divine benefits, and under a ſtrong 
conviction of the dighity of our reaſon- 
able natures, and our great expectations 
as Chriſtians from eternity; to devote our- 
ſelves to the father of our ſpirits, and 
the giver of all our injoy ments, and reſolve 
to purſue thoſe ends for which he hath 
placed us hete, and diligently prepare 
our ſouls for that bleſe neſs which - he 
hath promiſed to us hereafter; this is to 
act like men, like reaſonable Beings, ca- 
pable of knowing God their Maker, and 
of apprehending the infinite value of a 
divine and never ending felicity, and de- 
termined to ſecure it, We are by nature 
men, let our conduct alſo * ſtiew us men; 
let this be the reaſonable part we act; 
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and with a hearty ſhame for having 
ſpent paſt years too much like the brutes, 
let us begin this with a ſolemn dedica- 
tion of ourſelves to God, a firm purpoſe 
of gratefully acknowledging his good- 
neſs in our future conduct, and ſecuring 
that eternal inheritance which he hath 
promiſed to thoſe who thus approve 
themſelves his children, formed for a 
rational and divine happineſs, and deſir- 
ous of injoying it. If we live wholly 
like the brutes, can we complain ſhould 
God at laſt 'exclude us from that exalt- 
ed and everlaſting bleſſedneſs he hath 
provided for his children? 

2. To determine you to this Sf Bedi. 
cation conſider to whom you are called 


upon to devote yourſelves, it is to God z 


this includes in it almoſt every motive to 
the action. 

It is to God aha has an abſolute 
right in you, whether you acknowledge 
it or not, ſince he made you, preſerves 
you, ſupplies all the good things you 
injoy, and 3 you for eternal hap- 
pineſs; are therefore intirely his, 
and 3 ſet aſide his right, or with- 
draw yourſelves from his dominion; 
Whether you will own him or not, he is 
your Lord, and will diſpoſe of you, It 

„ * you 
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you chearfully acknowledge his right, 
reſign yourſelves to him, and. endeayour 


to fulfill his pleaſure, he will accept the 


dedication, and his pleaſure wilb be your 
happinefs. Whereas if you affect to be 
independent, and ſay, ® Who is Lord over 
us? he will ſhow that you are his pro- 

rty, by making you examples of bis 
juſt diſpleaſure againſt your injuſtice and 
mgratitude to him, and warnings to- 
others of his creatures not to follow the 
example of your diſobedience. Be juſt 
therefore to him who made you, and 
own his right, willingly. giving him his 
own to be diſpoſed of at his pleaſure. 
Be juſt to him who maintains you, re- 
folving to exert every power and injoy 
every bleſſing according to his rules of 
temperance, F righteouſneſs, and charity. 
Be juſt alſo to him who ? bought. you with 


a price, by refolving to live for that in- 


finite bleſſedneſs, to recover you to which 
he has been at ſo great an expence. 
Again, it is to God, infinitely wiſe, 
and good, and perfect, whoſe perfec· 
tions quality. him to be Governour: of the 
world, as his creating all things gives 
him a propriety in them. Were our 
God like ſome of thoſe idol - deities to 
| whom 
© Pſal, xii. 3, 4. ? 1 Cor, vi. 20. 
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whom the deluded heathens dedicate 
themſelves, cruel, capricious, fooliſh, and 
impotent, you might then diſpute the 
command, but the God to whoſe will 
you are to devote yourſelves is infinitely 
wiſe to know what is beſt to be done 
and commanded, infinitely good to de- 
light in the happineſs of his creatures 
and ſubjects, and almighty to diſpoſe 
all for the beſt to thoſe whom he de- 
lights to make happy. We are ignorant 
of what is beſt for us, and unable to pro- 
cure it; were it not then his command, 
yet would he condeſcend to direct and 
diſpoſe of us, it were the beſt thing we 
could do to put ourſelves into his hands, 
and give up ourſelves to his guidance. 
This implicit faith in him would be rea- 
ſonable, were we unable to account for 
the laws which he hath given us. But 
further to ingage you, conſider | 

It is to a God all whoſe laws approve 
themſelves to the reaſon of our minds, and 
are apparently adapted to our greateſt 
perfection and happineſs. He wants not 
the ſervices of us poor mortals, nor can 
we add to his happineſs; if he demands 
our ſervices therefore it is for our ſakes 
not his own 4 in giving us rules of duty, 


he gives us rules of happineſs. To reve- 


rence, 
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rence, love, and be grateful to him, chear- 
fully to depend upon him, to practiſe 
every thing that is good with a regard to 
his approbation, to imitate his goodneſs 
in our behaviour to our fellow-creatures, 
and thereby make them our friends, and 
ourſelves happy in their merited eſteem, 
and in conſcious goodneſs; ever to conſider 
ourſelves as made for immortality, and 
to cultivate a diſpoſition for the pleaſures 
of truth, devotion, virtue and doing good, 
in expectation of ſoon injoying the perfec- 
tion of happineſs to eternity, in theſe plea- 
ſures injoyed to perfection; this is the ſer- 
vice to which we are to dedicate ourſelves, 
and if there be happineſs, this is to be happy. 

Further, you are to preſent yourſelves 
to the greateſt and beſt of Beings, to 
whom it is our honour to be ſervants, 
The ſervants of earthly princes value 
themſelves on their relation to their maſ- 
ters, in proportion to the greatneſs, pow- 
er, and majeſty of their ſovereigns. 
What an honour is it then to be an ap- 
proved ſervant of the moſt high God, 
the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
whoſe power is almighty, whoſe domi- 
nion is univerſal, and whoſe adminiſtra- 
tion is ever conducted by infinite wiſdom 
to fulfill the deſigns of equal goodneſs! 

| | What 
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What an honour is it to be admitted as 
as kind of partners in his deſigns, con- 
curring with him in promoting the hap- 
pineſs of his ſubjects, his children, which 
is the glory of his government! The ſer- 
vants of the greateſt princes have often 
reaſon to be aſhamed. of their ſubjection 
to them, on account of their follies or 
vices, but to be the devoted ſervants of 
God will ever be the greateſt honour we 
can attain, if it is an honour to act un- 
der the guidance of infinite wiſdom, and 
goodneſs, and reſemble the greateſt and 
beſt of all Beings. 33 | 
Finally, the God to whom I invite you 
to preſent yourſelves is the eternal King, 
his dominion endureth to everlaſting 
ages, and he will be able for ever to 
make his faithful ſervants happy. Be 
devoted to princes and deſerve the beſt 
from them, yet you muſt ſoon die out 
of their favour, or they by death be dif 
abled for rewarding you, but the God 
to whom the Apoſtle directs you to de- 
vote yourſelves is everlaſting. Do but 
ſpend a ſhort life faithfully in his ſervice, 
and death, which deſtroys the fruits of all 
other ſervices, ſhall introduce you to your 
reward, which ſhall be great as the pow. 
er, and goodneſs of almighty God, and 
lafling as his Being. When ſuns are 
| burnt 
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burat out, and worlds fallen to confuſion, 
God will fill live for ever, to reward 
your love and fidelity, and to make you 
happy, and you ſhall ſtill be happy with- 
out end in his favour. 4 Chaoſe you then 
this day whom you will ſerve, and preſent 


yourſelves to God a living ſacrifice, reſolving. 


immediately to practiſe that piety and 
virtue, which being unchangeably excel 
lent, will qualify you to be made un- 
changeably and eternally happy by him. 
3. Dedicate yourſelves to God for he 
will accept you. The Text ſays it will 
be an accepiable ſervice z and can we de- 
ſire greater incouragement than that the 
action to which we are invited will be 
pleaſing to God, to that God who hath 
aid ſo many obligations on us, and whoſe 
favour is of infinite importance to our well 
being? When we conſidered our own mean- 
neſs, and our incapacity at beſt to be *prof- 
table to God, and thought further haw much 
we have polluted ourſelves by ingratitude 
and diſobedience, how much we have 
done to unfit ourſelves for venerating, 
loving, and ſerving him, and — 
true goodneſs, we might be diſcouraged 


From ' preſenting ſo mean an offering to 
God, and doubt whether he would at 
all regard or accept it; we might well 
= lay, 
- - 0 Joſh, xxlv. 15. Job xxii. 2. 
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ſay, ' herewith ſhall I come before the Lord, 
and bow myſelf before the moſt high God? 
Will he indeed be pleaſed with a ſinful 
worm, who though he has now ſome diſ- 
poſition to return to him and his ſervice, 
and to ſtudy to pleaſe him, yet has fo 
often offended him, rendered himſelf fo 
unable to good and fo ſtrongly inclined 
to evil? Will he not refuſe with contempt 
both the offering and the offerer? I 
would preſent myſelf to him but I am 
unworthy his acceptance, and fear he 
will reject me. But when we are aſſured 
by his Son, that * whoſoever cometh to the 
Father by him he will in no wiſe caſt out, that 
he will not upbraid us with our paſt for- 
getfulneſs of him, our paſt ingrati- 
tude and diſobedience, but ſmile upon 
us, accept our repentance and return 
to him, take us for his own whom he 
will provide for and make happy, and 
aſliſt us in rendering ourſelves more wor- 
thy of his acceptance, and in prepar- 
ing our ſouls to injoy a divine and im- 
mortal felicity, when we are aſſured of 
this can we want any other inducement? 
Muſt not this be the language of our 
ſouls— “ I am deeply grieved that I 
have done no more to pleaſe God, and 

E | « ſo 
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© ſo much to offend him; I rejoice that 
6&6 


I am now diſpoſed to do what he ap- 
"= 323 and to make him an offering 


„ he will graciouſly accept. I adore his 
c 


myſelf to him, and ſtudy to become 
more meet for his acceptance, devot- 
ing the whole of remaining life to the 
duties of the moſt fervent piety, active 
© goodneſs, and ſtrict purity; out of gra- 
* titude to that God, who will not deſ- 
< pile my ſincere, if prevailing endea- 
<< pours, to pleaſe him, tho* mixt with 
% great imperfection, and who will diſ- 
o tinguiſh eminent degrees of piety, zeal, 
© andobedience, by eminent marks of his 
*« favour and acceptance to eternity.“ 
My Friends, ſhould God ſay to any of 
you, approach me no more, ſeek no 
* more to pleaſe me, for your ingratitude 
« and diſobedience have been ſuch that 
« I will no more regard you; what 
terror would it ſtrike into your ſouls, 
could you outlive the ſentence? Will 
you then, now that God invites you to 
come to him after ſo many provocations 


_; 


to caſt you off, will you paſs this ſentence 


upon yourſelves, excluding yourſelves 
from the favour of God, when he 


intreats you to accept it? You do this as 
; long 


condeſcending goodneſs, I will give 
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long as you refuſe to give up yourſelves 
od, you are thus cruel to your own 
ſouls, refuſing them an intereſt in the 
favour of God, and by every delay you 
Tun the greateſt hazard of hardening 
yourſelves into an obſtinate and deſperate 
refuſal. Receive not therefore the of- 
fered grace of God in vain, but while it 
is called to day hearten to his voice, and no 
longer harden your hearts. To prevail with 
you conſider further, 

4. The mercies of God towards you. 
By the mercies of God the Apoſtle be- 
ſeeches the Romans; by the mercies of 
God I this day beſeech you, to preſent 


. yourſelves to God a living ſacrifice, holy, and 


acceptable, Can you bear the thought, 
or incur the guilt and ſhame of ſuch 
ingratitude, as another refuſal carries in 


it, to fo great a friend and benefactor ? 


We intreat you by his mercies, whoſe . 
free goodneſs brought you into Being, 
making you that he might make you 
for ever ha How immenſe this 
goodneſs! Think that whereas before you 


were nothing God cauſed you to be, and 


with a deſign that you might attain a 
never ending felicity. Think what is 
included in compleat and everlaſting 

2 ble ſſed- 


52 Cor. vi. 1, Heb. iv. 7. 


death, and hell, The good things you 
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bleſſedneſs, and how great your obliga- 


tions to the Father of ſpirits, whoſe 
free goodneſs deſigned this for your por- 
tion, Think what an unequal return 
the love and obedience of a whole life 
are, and think then how great the in- 
gratitude and guilt of alienating ſo long 
from his ſervice what is entirely his, and 
of continuing to alienate it; and * yezld 
pour ſelves unto God, who not only made 
you, but in creating you deſigned your 
happineſs to eternity, You would be 
aſhamed of continually affronting and 
diſobeying to his face a good parent; 
and can you perſiſt to be ungrateful and 
diſobedient to the infinitely good Father 
of your ſpirit, without whom you were 


nothing, utterly incapable of all action 


or injoyment, and whoſe goodneſs capa- 
citated you to attain, m a way of grati- 
tude and obedience, ſo great and laſting 


a felicity ? 


Yield yourſelves unto God, we intreat 
= by his mercies, who is your conſtant 
reſerver. The health and vigor you 
injoy and abuſe, he continually with 
great attention preſerves, and ſhould he 
ceaſe it, you would fink into ſickneſs, 


in- 


E 
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intemperately abuſe, and that affluence 
by which you are tempted to live for- 
getful of God, and as independent upon 
him, he ſtill ſupplies, ſince he conſtantly 
moves the ſun, the earth, the clouds, 
and by theſe produces all the beauty and 
good you injoy, and he has perhaps al- 
\ lowed you an uncommon ſhare of good, 
Will you, though moſt obliged, be leaſt 
grateful, forget God at the Table he fo 
1 covers for you; and break 

is laws of temperance, chaſtity, or li- 
berality, in the injoyment of what you 
are ſtil] receiving from his bounty? Ar 
beſt will you live on without feriouſly 
conſidering how much you are indebted - 
to his conſtant goodneſs, and reſolving to 
make the proper returns? You ſhould not, 
but conſtrained by his mercies thus reſolve. 

« The health and vigor my God 
„ preſerveth to a forgetful, ungrate-- 
« ful creature, ſhall henceforward be 
* exerted in a chearful fervent devo- 
„ tion, and an active obedience. The 
e bleflings he beſtows ſhall be injoyed 
« with temperance, and with gratitude 
„to the giver; and the wealth he bleſ- 
« ſes me with be imployed in ſupporting, 
* the cauſe of religion, and in doing 
good to mankind.” —Can you longer 
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refuſe theſe returns, and not tremble at 
the juſt apprehenſion, that God, who is 
ever a witneſs to your ungrateful car- 
klage, may ſtrip you of all the bleſſings 
you abuſe, and by the loſs of health, 
and eaſe, and plenty, teach you what 
you would: not learn before, how much 
you owed to his goodneſs. for granting 
you ſo long to poſſeſs them? 5 
Again, preſent yourſelves to God, we 
Intreat you by his mercies, * who ſo loved 
a world of ſinners, and you among the reſt, 
as to fend his own Son into the world, 
and give him up to death, that the world, 
thro? him might be ſaved from ſin, and 
death, and hell, and made everlaſtingly 
 happy,—Shall God fend his own Son from 
heaven, to direct you in the path thither, 
and will you not learn of him, and fol- 
low his directions, and in obedience to 
God, enter yourſelves as his diſciples, 
and begin to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly ? Has God thro? him offered 
you the ? pardon of all your. paſt rebel- 
tions on your repentanee, and appointed 
Rim by the * ſacrifice of his death to 
purge the penitent from all fin, and 
will you not conſider and repent, and 
7 85 turn 


1 John iii. 16, 1% 7 AQs xl 38, 39. 
Heb. ix. 14. 1 John i. 7— 9. 
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turn unto God thro* him, and accept 
of pardon ? Shall God thro* him offer 
you the * aids of his Spirit to heal your 
corrupted hearts and reſtore your ſouls, 
and will you not concur with him, ſtriv- 
ing for the health, and liberty, and hap- 
pineſs of your ſouls, and working out 
your pwn ſalvation when God will work 
in you? Did God of his mercy appoint 
his own Son, by his b obedience unto 
death, to regain immortality for a guilty 
race, and does he ſtill invite you into 
his ſervice by the promife and hope of it, 
and will you not devote yourſelves to 
him in the chriſtian covenant, ratify 
it in the Sacrament he has appointed, 

and immediately begin to live to him, 
who will then deliver you from death, 

and raiſe you to life and happineſs ? Are 
not the mercies of pardon, aſſiſtance, and 
eternal life, ſo great as to conſtrain every 
one who has the leaſt ingenuity thus to 
act; and how much more when God is 
at ſo great an expence to convey them to 
you, and ſubjects his well beloved Son to 
pain, and ſhame, and death, that you 
might be for ever exempt from thele, 
live and be 1appy for ever? 


„ 
- * Heb. x. 16. Ron. vii. te Rom. v. 19, 


1 Cor. xv. 22. 
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Yet further, we intreat you by his 
mercies, who tho' he hath been a witneſs 
to your continued ingratitude for ſuch 
kindneſs, and your continued diſobedi- 
_ ence, and had it always in his power to 
puniſh you as you have deſerved, who 
tho' long a witneſs to your contempt of 
his favour, and of everlaſting bleſſedneſs, 
yet ſtill beſeeches you to flee from the 
wrath to come, and lay hold on eternal 
life, and will yet forgive and make you 
happy. Think what you have deſerved 
by fuch a behaviour to ſo good a God; 
think that he is yet willing to be recon- 
ciled, and to concur in forming you to 
an eſtabliſhed piety and goodneſs, and 
preparing you to be happy for ever; 
think of this and be longer ungrateful if 
you can, or delay a moment to give up 
yourſelves to him, and begin a life of 
daily prayer, and praiſe, of gratitude 
and obedience, of temperance, righte- 
ouſneſs, and mercy, in hope of his fa- 
vour and of eternal life. But if there 
are any ſo far Joſt to ingenuity as to be 
little affected with ſuch goodneſs, yet 
from a regard to their own intereſt 
and happineſs, let me beſeech them 10 
preſent themſelves to God a living ſacrifice, 
and in order to this ſeriouſly to conſider, 
8 5. The 
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5. The happy conſequences of thus 
dedicating themſelves to God, and the 
_ oppoſite miſchievous conſequences of re- 
fuſing and neglecting it. 

When you thus preſent yourſelves to 
God with ſincerity and integrity of heart, 
you are reſtored to his favour which you 
had loſt by your revolt and diſobedience, 
and e all your ſins are forgiven you; where- 
as otherwiſe you are in a ſtate of eſtrange- 
ment and rebellion, the guilt of all 
your ſins lies againſt you, and you are 
expoſed to all the evils you have deſerved 
by way of puniſhment. When the * pro- 
 digal ſon returned, ſaying, Father 1 bave 
Sinned againſt heaven, and before thee, and 
am no more worthy to be called thy ſin, the 
father ran to meet him, and fell on his 
neck and kiſſed him, forgave his faults, 
and taking him into his family, reſtored 
him to the dignity and privileges of a 
ſon. How great this happineſs! To be 
freed from the deſerved diſpleaſure of 
an almighty, ever preſent God, and to 
have the way opened for the communi- 
cations of his favour, and to be able to 
look up to him with confidence as our 
reconciled God and Father, who will 
blot out our tranſgreſſions, and take us 

| | under 

© Luke, vii. 7. © Luke xv. 20. þ 
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under his ſpecial care, in order to our 
preſent well-being and everlaſting feli- 
city! Who would not to attain this come 
to an immediate full reſolution to do the 
moſt juſt and reaſonable action, devote 
himſelf to God, whoſe he is by every obli- 
gation ? Till you are thus fully reſolved 

you are not reconciled to God, nor cath 
he treat you as his. Tho' you may be 
© not far from the kingdom of God, yet untill 
you have f entered the flrait gate, you are 
without the kingdom of grace; and if 
you die in this unreſolved ſtate, muſt ſuf- 
fer the puniſhment of all your ingrati- 

tude = diſobedience to God, and be 
for ever excluded from the kingdom of 
heaven. | 

As a conſequence of God's forgiving 

your fins on your thus preſenting your- 
ſelves to him, you are intereſted in the 
8 ſpecial guidance and care of his Provi- 
dence and Spirit, You now belong to the 
Lord, and he will take care of his own, 
He will watch over your ſouls, cheriſh 
with the kindly influences of his Si- 
rit your good diſpoſitions, till they are 
grown into ſtrong and eſtabliſhed habits z 
turn off temptations which might 4 
atal 


Mark xii. 34. f Luke xiii. 24, 25. 8 Rom. 
Bi. 9, 28, 32, 2 Cor. xii, 9. 
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fatal to you, or inable you to overcome 
them; direct the events of your lives, ſo 
as may be moſt ſubordinate to your hap- 
pineſs now and for ever; in the way of 
your duty ſupply you with every proper 
good, and inable you to convert what 
would otherwiſe be evi] to your greateſt 
advantage, Whereas till you thus re- 
ſolve, you have no good ground or de- 
pendence either on the Providence or 
Grace of God. He may in puniſhment 
of your ingratitude in refuling to ac- 
knowledge his right in you, and all you 


poſſeſs, ſtrip you at once of all the bleſ- 
ſings of life, or leave them with you em- 


bittered by ſickneſs, pain, and the unea- 
ſy ſuſpicions and ſecret ſhame, and miſ- 
givings of a guilty mind, or ſuffer your 
proſperity to be your ſnare and ruin, 
Nor till you put yourſelves under his 
conduct have you any reaſon to expect 
the favourable influences of his Spirit; he 
will be h found, but it is of them who /eek 
bim; and i give his holy Spirit, but to thoſe 
only who aft bim. If you are now in- 
diſpoſed for the love of God and the 
practice of your duty, you are likely to 
grow (till more averſe to him by delays, 
and k your hearts to be hardened thro the 


 aeceit- 
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deceitfulneſs of fin. Whereas a delibe- 
rate, full ſurrender of yourſelves unto 
God, would cheriſh in you every good 
diſpoſition, both by procuring tor you 
divine aids; an 

Further, by a natural influence confirm- 
ing your good purpoſes. When you have 
retired from the hurry of worldly cares 
and pleaſures, ſeriouſly thought over 
God's right in you, the favours he hath 
heaped upon you, the advantages of be- 
ing his devoted ſervants, and the guilt 
and wretchedneſs of continuing alienated 
from him; and under the influence of 
this conſideration fully devoted yourſelves 
to God, you will find yourſelves more 
able for your duty, and more reſolved 
againſt ſin. A humble hope of the di- 
vine favour and acceptance will animate 
your reſolutions of better obedience, and 
of a progreſs in virtue and piety; and the 
covenant ingagement will reſtrain you from 
fin and excite you to your duty, When 
a temptation offers, it will be natural to 
conſider—** Surely ſuch an inſtance of 
ce exceſs or injuſtice will no way agree 
c with the obligations I have brought 
„ myſelf under to God, it will be a per- 
« fidious breach of covenant, and at 
« once deſtroy all my pleaſing hopes of 
6 the 
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<« the divine favour.” —And when a call 
of duty preſents itſelf, it will be an obvi- 
ous reflection Can the omitting ſuch 
an inſtance of piety, righteouſneſs, or 
« mercy, agree with the character of a 
« devoted ſervant of God? Should not 
de one who would maintain a covenant 
© title to his favour, and to eternal life, 
* readily improve all ſuch opportunities, 
„and practiſe all theſe duties, as he 
* would maintain his character of a 
«faithful ſervant, and his hope of the 
% immenſe reward promiſed to fideli- 
* ty ?—On the other hand, till you 
thus fully and deliberately determine, 
you will content yourſelves with ſome 
looſe general purpoſes of acting better 
one time or other, which will always 
prove too weak for reſiſting temptation, 
and which ſtill growing weaker as your 
vices grow ſtronger, you will die without 
ever bringing them to perfection, and thus 
for ever loſe your opportunity of becom- 
ing wiſe, and good, and happy for ever. 
Finally, when you have with a full 
purpoſe of heart devoted yourſelves to 
the Lord, you are entered the path to 
eternal happineſs, and your perſeverance 
in it will be crowned with ! glory, honour, 
| and 


Rom. ii. 7. 
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and immortality, You will be able 
with ſatisfaction to anſwer to yourſelves 
this great queſtion — “ Whither will 
* my prefent courſe bring me? Am J 
© in the road to heaven or hell, to com- 
de pleat happineſs or utter deſtruction ? ?? 
And how is it poſſible any of us ſhould 
be eaſy till we can anſwer this queſtion 
to our own ſatisfaction? Every day ſets 
me nearer to eternity; does it ſet me 
nearer alſo to its happineſs, or nearer an 
everlaſting excluſion from it? If I am 
but almgſt a chriſtian, I can only be almoſt 
ſaved , whereas if I am fully devoted to 
God, and make the dedication good by 
a life of ſobriety, righteouſneſs, and 
piety, the mortal body which I now 
preſent to God a living ſacrifice, he will 
hereafter redeem from the death which 
awaits it, and raiſe a n ſpiritual, glori- 
ous, and immortal body, a fit inſtrument 
and habitation for a ® ſoul made perfect 
in. knowledge, goodneſs, devotion, and 
every lovely quality, and in poſſeſſion 
of every pleaſure ſuited to a rational 
and immortal Being, reſiding in the im- 
mediate glorious preſence of God, or to 


be hoped for by one whom a God of 


infi- 


b I Cor. XV, 42.— a ” Heb, li. 23. 1 Cor. 
xili. 1 * | 
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infinite power, wiſdom, and goodneſs 
delights ro make happy. To. this bleſ- 
ſedneſs death will introduce the devoted 
to God; whereas it will end all the hopes 
and injoyments of thoſe who have been 
throughout life eſtranged from him, and 
when they riſe again, it will be» to 
ſhame and everlaſting contempt, Weigh 
well theſe motives and come to a fall 
reſolution, conſider them and you can- 
not but reſolve, * Would to God we 
might all unite in this reſolution to be 
the Lord's, and every que ſay in his-heart, 
« For my part I will, and fo will J. 
& Come then, let us all join ourſelves to 
« the Lord in an everlaſting: covenant 
« not to be forgotten.” With whatever 
after-ſolemnity we may renew this obliga- 
tion, which I hope we ſhall do in our cloſets 
on our return home, yet let us all now 
immediately refolve on the thing, and 
this whole Aſſembly make a joint obla- 
tion of itſelf to the great God our right- 
ful Sovereign, thro? his Son, to be for ever 
ſacred to him. Bleſſed Aſſembly then 
would this be, and happy the act and 
deed! With how grateful an odour 
would the kindneſs and dutifulneſs of 
1 the 


a Dan. xii, 2. * See Mr. Howe on Self. 
Dedication, 
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the offering aſcend and be received 


above | God would accept, heaven re- 
Joice, Jeſus ſmile on vs, and angels gladly 
fall in with us! We thereby adjoin our- 
ſelves in relation and in heart to 9 zhe ge- 
neral aſſembly and church of the firſt born 
which are written in heaven, to the innu- 
merable company of angels, to the ſpirits of 


Juſt men made perfect, jo Jeſus the mediator 


of the new covenant, and to God the Fa- 
ther and judge of all, and the infinite au- 
thor of all good, and within a little 
while ſhall be actually with them. Is it 
poſſible there ſhould be now any diſſenting 
vote? Any who would ſay—* Let others, 
« if they will, be grateful unto God, 
„ and put themſelves into the way to 
« life eternal, for my part I will till 
« be ungrateful and continue in the 
„ road to perdition ? -H O. will ſuch 
be able. to anſwer at the great tribunal 
for their refuſal of the preſent invita- 
tion, of this infinitely advantageous 
offer ? 

That none may continue of ſuch a 
temper I would conclude the Subject with 
an earneſt invitation to all, that they 
would fix on this time, the beginning of a 


New Near, for thus dedicating themſelves 


unto 
? Luke xv. 7. 2 Heb. xil. 23. 
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unto God, They who have already 
done it will be eaſily perſuaded to renew 
the dedication z my chief concern there- 
fore will be with thoſe who have hitherto 
refuſed or delayed. And oh that God 
would dire& me to arguments which 
may prevail with them, and make thoſe 
which are uſed effectual f 

By the mercy of God preſerving and 
ſupplying us, you have finiſhed one 
year more, and are entering upon ano- 


ther, be perſuaded to begin it with this 


wiſeſt beſt action, deliberately devoting 
yourſelves to God, and entering the 
path which leads to bliſs everlaſting. Is it 
not enough that Twenty, Thirty, or Forty 
years have been filled with diſobedience 
and ingratitude to your heavenly Father, 
ſhall the following year alſo be waſted 
in the ſame manner to fill up the mea- 
ſure of your ſins, when rightly imployed 
it might be made the foundation of your 
everlaſting happineſs? Have you during 
fo many years wandered from God, 
and turned your backs on heaven, and 
will you not begin this year with turning 
your faces heavenward ? Thzs year, 
which for what you know, may be 
your laſt, and which will very probably 


be the laſt to more than one of us? 
F 3 Several 
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Several of our acquaintance who begun the 
laſt year with us are dead before it ended, 
ſeveral as likely to have lived longer as 
any of us, while the mercy of God hath 
Preſerved us in life that we might repent, 
return to him and be happy; and ſhall we 
deſpiſe the riches of his goodneſs and long- 
ſuffering, and thus provoke him to deny us 
another year of life which we would not 
improve, and for ever to exclude us from 
that eternal happineſs we perſiſted to deſ- 
piſe? Think a little—Had God the /aft 
year required your ſoul as he hath done 
the ſouls of ſeveral of your acquaintance, 
where had you now been—where but in 
outer darkneſs, too late lamenting your 
folly and guilt, and your loſs of everlaſt- 
ing felicity, And will you imploy is 
year alſo, in which you might ſecure hea- 
ven and immortality, only in rendering 
your remorſe, and anguiſh, and deſpair, 
more intolerable ? Be perſuaded then by 


the mercy of God, in ſparing you thro? 


the laſt year, and entering you on ano— 
ther, to preſent yourſelves to God, a living, a 
boly ſacrifice, breaking off every courſe of 
fin and applying to the practice of yorr 
whole duty. His mercy filled the /aft hear, 
continuing your health, and reaſon, and 


the ſupports of life, and to many of you 
| its 
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its conveniences and injoyments; to you, 
who perhaps ſeldom or never thought to 
whom you were obliged for all theſe, 
and who even affronted him with his 
gifts, abuſing them by licentiouſneſs 
and intemperance. And can you go on 
to abuſe this goodneſs ? Can you, after a 
review of the undeſerved bleſſings of 
the laſt year, refuſe to begin 2bis with a 
firm refolution of better imploying the 
divine favours, of living a more grate- 
ful obedient life, and wholly giving up 
yourſelves to the God of your lives and 
all your mercies ; that ſo the bleſſings 


you injoy may be continued and increaſed 


throughout the following year, and God 
may crown all the injoyments of this 
life with the infinitely better bleſſings of 
his heavenly kingdom? Hoping you 
are thus reſolved, and praying to God 
that you may all thus reſolve, and that 
he would eſtabliſh your reſolutions, I 
ſhall conclude with a few Directions for 
the better accompliſhing this Self- Dedica- 
Hon, 

1. On your return home retire and 
do it with a proper“ ſolemnity—Ic is the 
moſt important action of your life, let 

it 


0 They who defire the help of a F orm may find 
ane in the {receding Sermon. p. 20, & c. 
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it therefore be performed with due ſeri- 
ouſneſs and conſideration. Were you to 
ſign a contract diſpoſing of your fortunes, 
or of yourſelves for life, you would do 
it with conſideration. Do not therefore 
hurry over this great affair, but upon a 
ſerious continued conſideration of the 
right God has to you, the ingratitude, 
guilt, and danger of living longer 
eſtranged from him, of the happineſs of 
being his, and of the infinite rewards 
which will follow your obedience, and of 
the goodneſs of thoſe commands to the 
obſervance of which you devote your- 
ſelves; on a ſerious conſideration of all 
theſe, and as in the preſence of an heart 
ſearching God who made and governs 
you, and will call you to an account, and 
of that Saviour who bought you with 
his blood, and will ſhortly judge you, de- 
vote yourſelves intirely to God with a 
firm reſolution of denying all ungodli- 
neſs and worldly luſts, and living ſoberly, 
righteouſly and godly. And when you 
have tried and approved the ſincerity of 
the dedication and the ſtrength of the 
reſolution by breaking off every inſtance 
of known fin, and applying yourſelves 
to the practice of your whole duty, rati- 
fy it in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
| | which 
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which repreſents. the new covenant in the 
blood of Chriſt, 

2, Do it with a lively ſenſe of your 
own weakneſs, and the natural inconſtan- 
cy of your beſt reſolutions, and with 
earneſt prayers to God that he would 
ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh them—Your paſt 
experience may convince you how eaſy 
it is to loſe the impreſſions of the great 
motives of religion, becauſe inviſible and 
| ſpiritual, and how apt you are to cool in 

your concern for your moſt important 
Intereſts, change the good purpoſes you 
form, or drop the execution of them, di- 
verted by the trifling cares or pleaſures 
of ſenſe, or ſeduced by mean paſſions or 
corrupt examples. A great part of your 
real ſtrength will lie in juſtly apprehend- 
ing your weakneſs ; as this apprehenſion 
will make you cautious to avoid tempta- 
tions, watchful againſt the firit attacks 
of your enemy, and diligent and con- 
ſtant in the uſe of proper means for 
ſtrengthening the good principle within 
you, particularly daily earneſt addreſſes 
to the great Father of ſpirits, and lover of 
holineſs, to revive and ſtrongly preſent 
to your minds the great reaſons and en- 


couragements of religion. He * re/ſteth 
the 


r James iv. 6, 
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the proud but giveth grace to the humble; and 
hath promiſed, that * if we aſe we ſhall re- 
ceive, and find his grace ſufficient for us, and 
his frength manifeſted in our weakne/s. 
Not to add, that by a natural influence, 
daily earneſt prayer continually reviving 
your apprehenſions of the preſence and 
perfections of God, and his love of holi- 
neſs, and exciting and expreſſing your 
own fervent deſires after it, will gradu- 
ally form in you the temper you deſire, 
invigorate your pious reſolutions, and 


make you more than a match for moſt 


of the temptations which may aſſault you, 
Nothing is impoſſible to the humble and 
pious, cautiouſly declining dangers, or 
when engaged honeſtly exerting its own 
ſtrength with hope of approving itſelf 
to God, and aided by him; whereas 
almoſt every temptation and difficulty 
will prove too hard for the careleſs and 
preſumptuous. 

3. Enter immediately on the religi- 
ous courſe you have choſen, and with 
the greateſt care guard againſt the firſt 
departures from God, and the firſt re- 
lapſes into fin.—Be ſure that nothing pre- 
vail with you to venture again on the 
fins you renounce. It will be danger- 

| ous 


i Mat. vii. 7. 2 Cor. zii. 9. 
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ous dallying with temptations; and if 
while your reſolutions are new and 
warm they are broken, they will never 
be like to prove effectual. Beſides, the 
guilt will be greater to fin againſt a 
clear and warm conviction of your duty 
to God, and of the baſeneſs of a ſinful 
life. Have you therefore been charge- 
able with intemperance, and are you re- 
ſolved upon a contrary behaviour? Shun 
the company of the intemperate, and the 
occaſions and temptations to intemper- 
ance z and if you unexpectedly fall into 
ſuch company, conſider that your inte. 
reſt in the favour of God, and your title 
to everlaſting happineſs, depend on a 
ſteddy refuſal ; and that if * you are again 
intangled and overcome, the latter end is like 
to be worſe with you than the beginning. 
To conclude, 

4. Remember, ever remember, that 
it is not enough to reſolve well, and to 
dedicate yourſelves to God, and begin 
a courſe of obedience, but you muſt per- 
ſevere to the end. It is only u unto a pa- 
tient continuance in well doing, that God 
hath promiſed fe eternal; if we violate 
our ingagements, and return to our vici- 
ous courſes, our guilt will be more ag- 


gravated, 
2 Pet. ii. 20. Rom. ii. 7. 


G62 Se Dedication to God recommended, 


gravated, ſince we ſhall add perfidiouſ. 
neſs to diſobedience z whereas if we 


continue a ſteddy courſe of uniform 


iety and virtue, the practice of our 
uty will become more eaſy every day, 


our ſenſe of the divine favour, and our 


hopes of immortal bleſſedneſs ſtill bright- 
en, and our intereſt in it inlarge; we 
ſhall injoy throughout life the ſpecial 
guidance and ſupplies of our heavenly 
father, and our end will be peace and 
life eternal. Chooſe you then this day whom 


you will ſerve. It the world can make 


you offers like theſe, ſerve the world ; 
if not, be juſt to God and wiſe for 
yourſelves, and immediately begin that 
courſe which will lead you to glory, ho- 
nour, and immortality, God grant you 
may be ſo wiſe and happy. Amen, 


THE. END. 


